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A 
DEFENCE, c. 


HE Controverſy now on foot, 
bdetween the Biſhop of Bangor, 
and his ſeveral Opponents, has 
ſomething ſo extraordinary 
in the management of it, that 
one would be tempted to think from the 
very manner in which it is carried on, 
that his Lordſhip has a Good Cauſe and 
Truth on his ſide, and that his Oppoſers 
are conſcious to themſelves of a Weak 
Cauſe, and which is ill founded at the 
bottom. His Lordſhip's writings are a 
pattern of the fair way of diſputing, and 
of debating matters of Religion without 
heat and unſeemly Reflections: He ar- 
gues with that temper and gravity, with 
that freedom from paſſion and tranſport, 
which becomes a ſerious and weighty Ar- 
gument: Unmoved by the moſt unjuſt 
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and provoking Perſonal Reflections, he 


Temper: A very probable fign that 
wants nothing to defend him ſelſ, but cloſe 


and clear Reaſon, in the Uſe of which he 
is fo great a Maſter. 

But the Gentlemen, who have thought 
fit to oppoſe him, have apparently given 
into a quite contrary method. They be- 
an with invidious reflections and ſpite- 
F infinuations ; they broke in upon the 
Common Laws of Civility and good 
Breeding ; and omitted no ſcandal they 

ld any ways get at, either from the 

een of Great Men, or the Tittle-tattle 
of Little Boys; by ſome way, or other, to 
prejudice the World againſt the Biſhop. 
As ifthe Arguments of his Preſervative and 
Sermon were effectually prov'd to be falſe 
and dangerous, if they could perſuade the 
World the Author had fome faulty parts 


in his Character. | 

And tho? theſe ſcandals are as ground- 
leſs, as they were malicious; the Contro- 
verſy is {till kept up, on the ſame unjuſt 
and ynreaſonable foot. We have a freſh 
inſtance of this, by bringing the Diſſeaters 
into it; who have really no more to do 
with it than the ſuppoſed Jeſum; and ſeem 
both to be brought in to help out, in Ca- 
lumny, what was wanting in Reaſonand 
Argument. e 


* 
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The Mater of Eaton was pleafed, with 
great vehemence, to call upon the Dzſſex- 
ters; to awake them, Poor Men, out of a 
Lethargy ; and fire them with reſent- 
ment againſt Mr. Pillonniere for treating 
diſreſpectfully Mr. Calvin; and to caution 
them againſt the Doctrine and Writings of 
a Man that could entertain fuch a perſon 
in his Family: It muft be owned, it was 
to his purpoſe to ſuppoſe them aſleep, 
when he was about to paſs upon them ſuch 
a weak and frivolous pretence of Danger, 
to their own honour, and that of Calvin. 
But the Maſter of the Temple, who ſeems 
to have a much deeper and more artful 
Reach, has brought the Diſſenters upon 
the ſtage, with a quite oppolite view : To 
anfwer the Biſhop, by expoſing Them to Po- 
ular Odium. He was to reply as well as 
e could to what ſo nearly concern'd him 
in the Biſhop's Anſwer to the Report: He is 
pleas'd to ſay, in the Preface, That the 
„hole Anſwer to the Reprefentation is 
4 ſo made up of Art, Diſgniſe, Complaints 
and bitter Inſinuations againſt the Cler- 
* gy, that whoever ſhall attempt to reply 
“to it ſtep by ſtep, will find himfelf in a 
very low, and yet very tedious Employ- 
« ment.” Therefore, with this Arr, he 
excuſes himſelf anſwering it ſtep by ſtep, 
and ſingles out juſt what he pleaſes "a an- 
wer: 
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ſwer: And to make it yet more eaſie 
to himſelf, and more likely to paſs upon 
thoſe perſons to whoſe Intereſts or paſſions 
He intended to addreſs it, He takes upon 
him a Vindication of the Corporation and 
Teſt Acts : He well knew a little Art and 
Diſguiſe, ſome Complaints and bitter Inſi- 
nuations againſt the Diſſenters, would an- 
fwer that Intention well enough ; that 
many perſons are inclined to be ſatisfied 
in that point with one ſhort and plain Re- 
flection,---Beware of Presbyterians. He knew 
he could, on that Subject, . Complain, pity, 
6 lament, and ſay the moſt tenderthings, and 
« ſuch as will make Women and Children 
& cry. And tho? he asks the Biſhop, What 
« Advantage are ſuch Tears In a 8 
& verſy about the Powers of the Church an 
the Chriſtian Magiſtrate ? And how de- 
4 cently does his Lordſhip call out for ſuch 
« Aſſiſtance?” Yet he knows they are of 
Advantage to get decently Our of a Con- 
troverſy, and has us'd it with ſucceſs. 

But miſtake me not, Reader, (for I 
may ſtill go on with his Words) he can 
do more than complain : His Lamentations 
often end in the bittereſt Reflections; 


— He Nuge ſeria ducunt 


In mala 


He 


— 
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He has greatly miſrepreſented the In- 
tentions of the Corporation and Teſt Acts, 
which he takes upon himſelf to vindicate, 
in order to improve them as a Vindication 
of other Acts lately made: He has alſo laid 
a more heavy load of Calumny upon the 
Diſſenters: And tho? it is a Comfort to 
them under ſuch reproaches, that the 
have aot deſerved them; yet they owe it 
to Themſelves, and to their Country, to 
vindicate their Reputation; and endea- 
vour to appear better Chriſtians, better 
- Subjedts, and better Neighbours, than it 
” ſeems they are thought to be in the Deax's 
© preſent opinion. | | 

As to what ſtrictly relates to the Con- 
troverſy between the Dean, and the Biſhop 
it is in ſo able an hand; ſo ſully capable of 
doing Juſtice to Himſelf, and to the Truth; 
that it would be uſeleſs to intermeddle in 
it. The World hopes, the multitude of the 
Dean's miſtakes, which he would put up- 
on his Readers either for the Biſhop's Sen- 
timents or for good Anſmers to them, will, 
according to his Lordſhip's promiſe, be 
clearly ſet to view in a little time. | 
I ſhall therefore only concern myſelf 
with the Dean ſo far às he has been pleasd 
to concern himſelf with the Diſſenters: 
Which indeed is altogether outof the Con- 
troverſy, tho? he has artfully enough, as a 
ang N ſhelter 


— 
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ſhelter for himſelf, endeavoured to intro- 
duce it. For what 4s it really to the 
Queſtions, Whether Chri/i”s Kingdom beot 
this World, or nat of this World? Whe- 
ther Religion ought to he made a Civil 
Teſt ? Whether the moſt ſacred thing is 
the World ought to be debaſed into an En- 

ine of State? I ſay, what is it to thee 
— whether the Diſſemers fourſoore 
years ago, were engaged 1n the Calami- 
tous Troubles of thoſe times, or no? Whe- 
ther they are, or are not, ſtill ſond of their 
own Principles and Opinions? Whether 
they do, or do not, account the terms of 
Communion with the Church of England 
ſinful ? For let the Engliſh Piſſenters be 
what they will; I may add, and let the 
Eſtabliſned Church be what it will, in 
Principles, Temper, or Behaviour ; the 
Queſtions between the Biſbq and Dean do 
no ways depend upon it: They are polely 
to be determin'd by the natute of True 
Religion in general, and the deſign of 
the Goſpel Inſtitution in partieular: And 
not at all by what Men are, or are ſup- 


poſed to. he; by what they ha ve done, or 
may be ſuppoſed to do: For whatever 


Men may be, it alters not the Nature of 
Religion; and the Deſign of the Goſpel 
remains, notwithſtanding, the ſame; inaſ- 


much as any Doctrine of the Goſpel * 


7 m- 


ſtill be Truthztho? never ſo many perſofis 


- ſhould take upon them to vote it an Er- 


ror; and tho? never ſo many Laws ſhould 
be made to puniſh the Profeſſion of it for 
Hereſy. 

But to come to the Deus Charge: The 
firſt part T ſhall take notice of, is, —— 
their Principles as the Occafion of muc 
trouble to the Church and Nation, ever 
ſince the Eſtabliſhment of the Church in 
Queen Elixabeth's Reign. In Q. Mary's 
« imme (ſays the Dean *) the Church ſuf- 
fer d not only in the ruin of the eſtabliſb- 
« ment, and in the members loſt by perſecution; 
& bat in thoſe alſo who fled from home, and 
&« bronight back thoſe notions, which have given 
« this Church am Nation ſo much trouble 
* ever ſince. I ſuppoſe that many per- 
ſons who fled from the perſecutions of cru- 
el Popery inQ.Mzr)'s time, and had ſuffer'd 
in Exile for their ſteadineſs and ſincerity in 
the Proteſtant Cauſe; when they returnꝰd 
in Q. Elizabeth's reign, came llome with 
a knowledge of the Foreign Reformed 
Churches, and a zeal for rhe Proteſtant 
Religion: This made them defire a fut- 
ther Reformation than was thought fit to 
be made. But what trouble did they give 


to the Church and Nation? Was it the 


Example of Pious Lives, or the faithful 


* . 
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- 
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Diligence they uſed to promote Chriſtian 
Knowledge and the Doctrines of the Re- 
formation? Hard it is upon the Memory 
of thoſe Confeſſors, that they muſt be 
charg'd with Notions, that have ever ſince 
given much trouble to the Church and 
Nation.“ But (fays the Dean ) theſe 
mere one great occaſion of the Diſturbances 
« in Q. Elizabeth's reign: To what height 
* they were carry d, and how they affected the 
« peace of thoſe times, the Reader may ſee in 
« Archbiſhop Whitgift's Life, juſt publiſb'd 
« by our diligent and learned Hiſtorian, the 
* Reverena Mr. Strype.” Here are no in- 
ſtances mention'd, of the trouble they gave 
either Church or State ; but we are refer'd 
to the Hiſtory of thoſe times to find them 
out. And if we muſt needs go back to our 
Hiſtory about an Hundred and fifty years 
ago, there is one thing I dare promiſe any, 
that will give themſelves the trouble to 


examine it; that they ſhall find thoſe per- 


ſons, who the Dean complains gave the 
Church and State ſo much trouble, had 


themſelves the greateſt ſhare of trouble of 


Any in the Nation. It would be endleſs to 
mention what they ſuffer'd in the ſevere 
execution of very penal Laws ; and in a 
manner ſo Oppreſſive and Arbitrary, by 
the joint Power of Oaths ex Officzo, the 
High 
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High-Commiſſion, and Star-Chamber Courts; 
that the Legiſlature, whatever incapaci- 
ties it continues upon the preſent Diſſen- 
ters, has thought fit to abrogate thoſe hard 
methods of Inquiſition and Proſecution, as 
altogether Unjuſt and Unreaſonable. The 
truth is, Had ſome of thoſe Notions, theſe 
Confeſſors brought home with them, been 
a little better conſider'd and more regard- 
ed; inſtead of being ſo ſeverely proſecu- 
ted, and imperiouſly condemned; jt had, 
in all probability, not only contributed to 
their Peace and Eaſe, but to the general 
Tranquillity of the Church-and Nation; 
and might have ſaved the Dean the trouble 
of all the remaining part of his Hiſtory. 
„ Haut Che goes on *) ander the Manage- 
& ment of James I. the Diſſaffection to the 
“ Eſtabliſbed Church grew ſtrong ; and in the 
©, Days of his Unfortunate Son; a Prince, who 
„ drſervd a better fate; it prevailed as well 
& againſt the Crown as the Mitre,” And 
was it then a Diſſaffection to the Eſta» 
bliſhed Church, that rais'd the Jealouſies 
and fed the Diſcontents of thoſe Times > 
Was it only Diſſaffection to the Eſtabliſh- 
ed Church that made Men apprehenſive 
what might be the Conſequence of a Spy 
nib Match, Articles in favour of Papiſts, 
and the Education of Princes of Great Pri- 
| "= tain 
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tain under the Inſtructions of a Popiſh Mo- 
ther? Was it only the Diſſenters that 
found themſelves aggrieved and un 
at the Miſma nagement of thoſe Reigns? 
No; the Dean, how much ſoever he is 
willing to load the Diſſenters, does not 
pretend to it. It zs very true (he adds ) 
c that Religion was not the whole of that 
Unhappy Rupture between the Ring and his 
« people; occaſion there was for complaint with 
& reſpect to Civil Rights; ror is it my in- 
„ tention 10 diſſemble here mhat the Noble 
« Hiſterian of thoſe times has ſo freely and 
& impartially diſcloſed. But it ſeems at- 


ter all, it was © {+ The pretences of Religi-' 
„ 07 and Enthuſiaſm, that mixed themfelves 


« in the Quarrel, and put the Nation into 
& ſuch à fever, that nothing but the loſi of 
« Blood could reccver them again to their 
« cool ſenſes.” But what, I pray, has 


the Enthuſiaſm of thoſe or any other 


times to do with the Diſſenters? The 
Diſſenters in general are as hearty Ene- 
mies to Enthuſiaſm, as the Dean himſelf; 
and it is notorious they were ſo to the 
Enthuſiaſm of thoſe times in particular. 
And what little Reaſon he has to charge 
the Diſſenters, as ſuch, with the Oppreſ- 
ſions and Calamities which the Nation 
ſuffered 


— 
* 
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ſuffered under,in that long Hour of Dark- 
neſs, He may learn from the ſame Noble 
Hiſtorian, who acquainted him with the 
occaſion there was to complain with 
reſpet to Civil Rights, For, as he 
obſerves, in truth, in the Houſe of Peers 
there were only the Lords Sy and 
Brook; and in the Commons Houſe Mr. 
Fiennes, and Young Sir Harry Vane, and 
ſhortly after Mr. Hambden, who were 
Enemies to the whole Fabrick of the 
Church, As for the Reſt, they were 
Church-men ; and among theſe he names 
in particular in the Houſe of Peers, the 
Earls of Bedford, Eſſex, and Warwick ; and 
in the Commons Houſe, Mr. Pzzz, and 
Mr. Hollis, all the Northern Men, and 
thoſe Lawyers, who drove on moſt furiouſ- 
ly with them ; © all who,were pleaſed (as 
« that Noble Hiſtorian acquaints us) with 
« the Government itſelf of the Church *. 
When things came to the greateſt Ex- 
tremity and Diſorder, how many among 
the Diſſenters did all they could; and e- 
ven more than many of the moſt affecti- 
onate to the Church would venture to do, 
to prevent it? And afterwards heartily 
and fully came into the Reſtoration, and 
very much contributed to effect it. Theſe 
are things, that, in Juſtice, ought to be 
| IE remem- 
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remembred; and might have ſaved that 


Tragical Defcription the Doctor gives of 


thoſe Calamities the Nation then ſuffered i 


under. 


reluctance he enters upon this part of the Ar- 


gument; tho at the ſame time he endea- 


vours, to raife their paſſions, at the re- 
membrance of thoſe Diſorders; and 
points them againſt the Diſſenters, who, 
he would ha ve his Readers believe, brought 
them all upon the Nation, ander the pre- 
tence of making way for the free Proſeſſion of 
the Goſpel +. If this 1s calling to mind, e- 
ven in the tendereſt manner, the miſcarriages 
of thoſe times ,; it will be hard to imagine 
any Diſtinction between, the moſt tender, 
and the moſt injurious manner, of repre- 


fenting the Temper and Behaviour of the 
Diſſenrers to the World. 


Having attempted to lead his Readers 


into this miſtake, he goes on and would 
lead them into another, by it: * That the 
Corporation Act was expreſs'y made for this 
purpoſe to guard the Church and Nation 
from falling into the ſame miſchiefs again, 
by depriving the Diſſenters of all power. 
« It was plainly an intention, he ſays, I to 
& keep Nonconformiſts of all forts (whoſe prin- 
& ciples and Aﬀectiqns ta their own Ways 
cannot 
9 Page 34 {+ Preface. Page 35. + Poge. K. 


The Dean tells his Readers, with what 
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« cannot but lead them to uſe any. power put 
« into their Hands to the hurt of the Eſta- 
« bliſhed Church from which they have ſepara- 
« ted) out of Offices Civil and Military, and 
« out of the! Government and Direction of 


1 8 Corporations. » His Miſrepreſentations 
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of that and other Acts I ſhall hereafter 
endeavour to rectify; but I muſt here 
appeal from the Dean, to Common ju- 
ſtice and Equity; — Whether the Non- 
conformiſts of all Sorts did ſo behave in 
the Diſorders of thoſe Calamitous Times, 
that it was neceſſary to keep them out 
of Offices Civil and Military, and out 
of the Government and Direction of 
Corporations, to guard us from fallin 
into the ſame miſchiefs again? Whether 
they did not themſelves as much feel 
thoſe miſchiefs; as heartily lament them; 
and as effectually concur in the Remed 
of them, as the reſt of their Neighbours? 
And, whether their Behaviour now for 
many years, ſo ſteady to the true Inte- 
reſts, and fo uſeful to the Peace of the 
Nation and our preſent Happy Eſta- 
bliſhment, gives any juſt ground of Fear 
they would uſe all power pur into their 
hands, to bring upon us again, any of 
the ſame Oppreſſions and Calamities 
which the Nation then ſuffered under ? 
Jn this Caſe let Heaven and Earth Judge 
0 


| 
[ 
| 
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one to ſuſpect the Doctor did not believe 


(46) 
of the Equity of ſuch Accuſations as 
theſe the Dean has laid to their Charge. 


He is pleaſed indeed Himſelf to take 
notice, * Perhaps now the Caſe is alter'd 


from what it was at the Cloſe of the 


Troubles; and is further willing to allow 
there are many among the Diſſenters who art 
ſincere in their Profeſſions bf Moderation; 


but to take away prefently all the benefit 


ſuch a Conceſſion might be of, He adds, 
Alas! "tis one thing to fay, how we would 
aſe power if we had it, and Another to know 
how to aſe it, when we have it. But it is 
to be hoped, They among the Diſſen- 
ters, at leaſt, who he is gracioully plea- 
fed to allow are ſincere ih their Profeſſi- 
ons, would uſe Power when they have it 
juſt as They ſay they would uſe it. I 
ſhall therefore with the Dean let that paſs. 


But He has much more behind to per- 


ſuade his Readers, the Difſenters ate 
Now as Dangerous as Ever; and are to 


be deprived of all Power, out of pure 


principle of Self-Defence in the Church 
of England, to preſerve herſelf from their 


Perſecution. If this be truly the Cafe it 


is a fad One indeed: But here we ſhall 
meet fo many inſtances of Art, Diſguiſe, 
and Miſrepreſentation, as would tempt 


ſo 


* 
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ſo himſelf; and may give ſome hope that 
no Man can eafily receive it, who is not 
as forward to entertain unreaſonable ſu- 
ſpicions of the Diſſenters, as the Dean 
ſeems to be to ſuggeſt and promote 
them. 

Have any of the Diſſenters (he ſays) 
« declar'd that they were for maintain- 


« ing the Church as by Law eſtabliſh'd ? 


“% No, certainly; the utmoſt that has 
been pleaded on their behalf, is, That 
ce their Principles amount to thoſe of a 
general Toleration to all Peaceable 
“Subjects: He ſhould have added the 
Words immediately following, however 
he came to omit them; “ Univerſal Love 
« and Charity for all Chriſtians. ? Now 
to take from the Credit of this Declara- 
tion, Tt ſtands only (we are told) upon 
the Authority of the Diſſenters Addreſß to 
the King. I wonder how the Dean could 
think to impoſe this on the World. Mr. 
Peirce did well to vouch that Addreſs, as 
it was a late, publick, and ſolemn De- 
claration of the Diſſenters Sentiments: 
But does their Declaration of theſe Senti- 
ments ſtand only upon the Authority of 
that Addreſs ? Do not innumerable paſ- 
ſages in their Writings, and what is the 
fulleſt Authority, their Uniform Prac- 
tiſe, as well as what Mr. Peirce ſays in 

EC that 


(18) 
that very place, give other proofs of it, 
beſides that Addreſs? Does not Mr. Peirce 
thus go on , © That the contrary Princi- 
« ples are a cruel and barbarous En- 
% croachment upon the Rights and Li- 
ce berties of Mankind; a bold and da- 
« ring Invaſion of the Prerogative of 
© Gop ?— That we have not the leaſt 
« hint in the Rem Teſtament of an Autho- 
“ rity to compel, by any Temporal Penal- 
« ties; — That it is contrary to our 
Lord's Deſign, who therefore rebuk*d 
6“ his Diſciples when they diſcovered ſuch 
« a Spirit; — Nor did Chriſtians, when 
« they retained any Confiderable Degree 
« of their Deiginal Bacley, dream of the 
*« Lawfulneſs of ſpreading their Religi- 


« on by any other force than that of 


« Reaſon and Argument. Such De- 
clarations did Mr. Peirce make of the 
Ground of the Diſſenters Sentiments : 
And there are ſo many Evidences of their 


Concurrence with him therein, that if 


the Diſſenters may have Credit enough 
to ſatisfy the World in any thing, they 
may of the Truth and Sincerity of that 
Declaration. 

But who knows, after all, how far this 
will fatisfy the Intention of the Dean's 


+ Nr. Peirce s Reaſons, p. 33, 34. 
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Queſtion, Whether they have Declared for 
maintaining the Church as by Law eſtabliſhed ? 
For who 2 what the Dean means by 
it? It is material the Reader ſhould ob- 
ſerve, That the Dean ſeems to have ſeve- 
ral ſenſes to it; and which he artfully 
diverſifies in the ſeveral Parts of his Vindi- 
cation, according to the Deſigns he has in 
view. 

Shall we ſuppoſe, he means a full Ap- 
probation of all things in the Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Conſtitution? This he would have his 
Reader ſuppoſe expected by the 77% Act, 
That Places of Power and Truſt ſhould 
be in the Hands of ſuch only as were well 
affected to the Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution: 
And upon this artful Turn, all he ſays on 
that Subject is founded: But in this ſenſe 
the Queſtion is extreamly Weak and Tri- 
fling : He might have ask d as reaſona- 
bly, Whether the Diſſenters have declar- 
ed, they are not Diſſenters? If ſuch a 
Declaration as that is neceſſary, to ſhew 


there is no Danger to the Peace of Church 


and State, from any Power they may be 
truſted with, the matter is brought to a 
very {ſhort Iſſue indeed? *Tis only for 
the Dean to ſay, they are Diſſenters ſtill, 
and the Caſe is happily determined a- 
gainſt them. 


C 2 May 
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May it be ſuppo#d his Queſtion ſhould 
run thus: © Have they declar'd, They will 
* no more defend the Points in which 
* they differ from the Church, by fair 
* Reaſon and Argument?“ That muſt 
not paſs: For ſince there is no reaſon to 
fear any harm to the Church or State, in 
fuch a Defence of their Principles, it 
would be Unreaſonable to expect ſuch a 
Declaration from them. And the Deaz 
Himſelf is willing to allow Them that 
Liberty ; and acquaints them, They e- 
ven now have it; but adds However 
we are bound to attend to Reaſon, we cer- 
tainly have 4 Right to guard againſt Force +, 
His meaning ſhould ſeem then to be, 
(for that only is any thing to the Pur- 
poſe,) « Have the Diſſenters declared they 
* are againſt uſing any Power or Force to 
* the Hurt or Damage of the Church as 
e by Law Eſtabliſhed. ” In this Senſe, 
that Declaration, and the many Others 
they have made to the ſame purpoſe, do 
fully come up to it. If this be the Utmoſt 
that has been pleaded in their Behalf, as 
the Dean ſays, it is as much as can be re- 
quired, and as full a Declaration, as need 
to be made. Now this They have _ 
an 
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(2190 
and even in many of thoſe Paſſages the 


Doctor repreſents as inſinuating the Con- 


trary. 
But ſays the Dean further, The Diſſen- 


ters are ſtill fond of their own Principles and 
| Opinions: And we have ſeen how far that Fond- 


* meſs tranſported them, when Power was in their 


hands. Why then, are we not to ſuppoſe, that 
they would uſe Power again, if put into their 
Hands, to ſet up what they account Pure Re- 
ligion, and to expel, what They have created 
as Popiſh and Superſtitious þ. 

W hat Fondneſs they have for their 


- own Principles and Opinions has already 


been ſhewn is nothing to the Purpoſe, if 


TOSS, WOE ns ES 


hereby be meant, that they do indeed be- 


lieve them, and would in a fair way of 
Reaſon and Argument juſtify their Pro- 
feſſion of them: For this is no way dan- 
gerous to the Peace of the State, or even 
to the Peace of ſuch as difter from Them ; 
unleſs they are Perſons ſo unreaſonable 


[ that they cannot have Peace, if All Men 


are not forced blindly and implicitely to 
- ſubmit to their Deciſions. But we have 


feen how that fondneſs has tranſported them 
when Power was in their Hands. Now when 
and where have we ſeen this? In the 
Civil Troubles no doubt the Dean _ 
| T 


— ” 
- 


+ Page 39. 


( 22 ) 

be underſtood : in which a fondneſs for 
the Diſſenters Opinions had no more to 
do, nor ſo much neither, as a fondnefs for 
Civil Liberty and the Common Freedom 
of Engliſbmen, and Proteſtants, from the vi- 
olent Strains of Power, which the Dean 
does not diſſemble, and the Noble H:ſftori- 
an of thoſe times has fo freely diſcloſed. 
Why then are we not to ſuppoſe that they 
would uſe Power again if put into their Hands 
to ſet up what they account Pure Religion, 
and to expel what They have treated as Po- 
piſh and Superſtitious? Why among o- 
ther Reaſons for this plainly, becauſe they 
have no ſuch Principles nor Opinions, nor 
any the leaſt fondneſs for them ; but do 
abſolutely difown and diſclatm them. 
They have often declared, and continue 
i the moſt ſolemn manner to declare, that 
even Pure Religion is not to be ſet up by 
Power and Force ; nor any thing to be 
expell'd by Force, however Superſtitious 

it may be accounted, or really is. 
There was, it is true, in former times 
a Solemn League and Covenant enter'd into 
by many. At the Reſtoration, the Door 
obſerves, there were ſome who left their Liv- 
ines rather than depart from the Terms of that 
Engagement ||, And their Sufferings 2 
that 
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that cauſe have been magnified and extol” 
led; and as He would have his Readers 
underſtand it, the preſent Diſſenters have 
thereby conſecrated their Fore-fathers Zeal 
ro deſtroy the Eſtabliſhed Church. Now it 
is certain, that many of the Ejected Mi- 


- Niſters had never taken the Covenant; and 
more of them were againſt the Impoſiti- 


on of it *: In particular, Mr. Baxter pre- 


* vented the Town of Kyderminſter and 
-* moſt of the County of Morreſter from ta- 


| king it T. And tho' many ſcrupled the 


Form enjoined of renouncing it after they 


had taken it, in common with the Nazian 


and King Charles himſelf; yet it was far 
from being the ſole reaſon why. they left 


their Livings, rather than depart from 
the Terms of that Engagement. They 
had many other Reaſons to determine 
their Choice; and They then offer'd to 


* 

* 

*h 
25 

* 


abjure all Attempts to introduce any ſort 
of Change in the Eccleſiaſtical Settle- 


ment, in an illegal way; in which the uſe 


8. 
TI 


of Power a Ad Force we may well ſuppoſe is 


included. After all, *tis very far from a 


Natural Conſequence, that becauſe the 
Preſent Diſſenters have a good Opinion 


| of the Integrity, Piety and Uſefulneſs of 


% 
Y 
g 
3 
2 


them that left their Livings on account 
of 


* Dr. Calamy's Abrig. Vol, I. p. 259. 1 Ibid: p. 104 
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be underſtood: in which a fondneſs for 
the Diſſenters Opinions had no more to 
do, nor ſo much neither, as a fondnefs for 
Civil Liberty and the Common Freedom 
of Enliſhmen, and Proteſtants, from the vi- 
olent Strains of Power, which the Dean 
does not diſſemble, and the Noble H:ſtori- 
an of thoſe times has fo freely diſcloſed. 
Why then are we not to ſuppoſe that they 
would uſe Power ag in if put into their Hands 


to ſet up mhat they account Pure Religion, 


and to expel what They have treated as Po- 
piſh and Superſtitious? Why among o- 
ther Reaſons for this plainly, becauſe they 
have no ſuch Principles nor Opinions, nor 
any the leaſt fondneſs for them ; but do 
abſolutely difown and diſclatm them. 
They have often declared, and continue 
in the moſt ſolemn manner to declare, that 
even Pure Religion is not to be ſet up by 
Power and Force; nor any thing to be 
expelPd by Force, however Superſtitious 
it may be accounted, or really is. 
There was, it is true, in former times 
a Solemn League and Covenant enter'd into 
by many. At the Reſtoration, the Doctor 
obſerves, there were ſome who left their Liv- 
ings rather than depart from the Terms of that 
Engagement |, And their Sufferings 5 
taat 
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that cauſe have been magnified and extol” 
led; and as He would have his Readers 
underſtand it, the preſent Diſſenters have 
thereby conſecrated their Fore-fathers Zeal 
ro deſtroy the Eſtabliſhed Church, Now it 


is certain, that many of the Ejected Mi- 
niſſters had never taken the Covenant; and 


more of them were againſt the Impoſiti- 
on of it *: In particular, Mr. Baxter pre- 
vented the Town of Kyderminſter and 
moſt of the County of Worrefter from ta- 
king it T. And tho' many ſcrupled the 
Form enjoined of renouncing it after they 
had taken it, in common with the Natian 


and King Charles himſelf; yet it was far 


from being the ſole reaſon why. they left 
their Livings, rather than depart from 
the Terms of that Engagement. They 
had many other Reaſons to determine 
their Choice; and They then offer'd to 


abjure all Attempts to introduce any fort 


4 


ment, in an illegal way; in which the uſe 


of Change in the Eccleſiaſtical Settle- 


of Power a ad Force we may well ſuppoſe is 
included. After all, *tis very far from a 


Natural Conſequence, that becauſe the 
Preſent Diſſenters have a good Opinion 
of the Integrity, Piety and Uſefulneſs of 
them that left their Livings on account 


of 


* Dr. Calamy's Abrig. Vol, I. p. 259. f Bid. p. 104. 
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of the Act of Uniformity ; that this muſt | 


amount to an Approbation of the Cove- 
nant, or any of the terms of it, when it 
might be for many other reaſons : Eſpe- 
cially when it is notorious, They are ve- 
ry far from having any ſuch Engage- 
ments among them. It ſeems a much 
more Natural Conſequence, that They 
rather imitate thoſe of their Forefathers, 
who were againſt impoſing ſuch Engage- 
ments, and thoſe who did never take 
them themſelves. 

But now the Dean * advances to cor- 
rect a miſtake in Dr. Snape, and preſumes 
Mr. Pierce has convinced him of his Er- 
ror ; that he ſhould give into a prevailin 
Opinion among ſome Members of the Church 
of England, that the Diflenters had wory 
off their rigid Tal azainſt it: Whereas 
Mr. Peirce has declared the great Body 
of the Diſſenters judge the Terms of Com- 
munion to be ſinfully impoſed. This, the 
Dean argues, + ſtrikes not at One, or at ma- 
ay of our Terms of Communion, but at the 
whole Eſtabliſhment ; the Foundation itſelf is 
Sin, and nothing good can be raiſed on it. 

From what Mr. Peirce has faid, it fol- 
lows indeed, that the Diſſenters are in 
their judgment againſt Impoſition, and 


do think Impoſed Terms of Commun on 


Unlawtul 


8 
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Unlawful, and what they are not to com- 
ply with: This is a rule for their Own 
Condud, and accordingly, They do not 


comply with them ; but the fame Rule 
muſt reach them, that They are not to 


_ impoſe their Opinions, no not this ver 

Opinion, upon Others. How then can it 
hurt the Peace of any, who upon this 
Principle, muſt peaceably enjoy their own 


Opinion and Practice? Whatever the Diſ- 


ſenters may judge of the Church, they 
muſt judge at the ſame time, they have 
nothing to do to over- rule the Sentiments 
and Doctrines it teaches and profeſſes. 
How does this ſtrike at the Foundation it- 
ſelf of the Church? It is to be hoped the 
Church ſtands upon a much better Foun- 
dation, than the Impoſition of Terms of 
-» Communion by Humane Authority; 
Even 
3 Jeſus . . | 
add to theſe of their own Authority, that 
> overturns the foundation itſelf: They may 
yet hold the more important DoQrines of 
* Chriſt, when they miſtake in ſome Que- 
ſtions about Rituals; and may receive 
and uſe the Sacraments of Chriſtianity in 
every thing Eſſential, at the fame time 


the Laws and Inſtitutions of 
Chriſt, Tis not always what Men 


they add to them more than is Eſſential, 


under the notion of greater Decency or 
more Efficacy. *Tis very hard to lay 


D ſuch 


ſuch a Charge, as ſtriking at the Founda- 
tions of the Church, on perſons who pro- 


feſs Univerſal Love and Charity for all 4 


Chriſtians ; and who have ſhewn, in ma- 
ny inſtances, their eſteem for the Church 
of England, and among others, by a Per- 
ſonal acknowledgment of the Lawſulneſs 
of its Communion. . 1 
*Tis a yet harder Reflection on Mr. 
Peirce, and the Diſſenters, as triumphing, 
(over the Church, the Dean would under- 
ſtand it) rejoycing 40 ſee the foundations 
ſhaken, and the fabrick pnking. A little fair 
Dealing on the Dean's part, would have 
prevented his Exclamation, What hopes, 
what triumphs are theſe ! || For Mr. Peirce 


is not there ſpeaking of the Church of 


England at all. He was ſpeaking againſt Im- 
plicite Faith, and Fallible Authority ; the 
Slavery and Perſecution theſe have 
brought into the World: Tis theſe ſoun- 
dations, this Fabrick, the true Foundati- 
ons and Fabrick of Popery, he rejoices to 
fee ſhaken,and hopes they may be linking. 
And if the Dean can with a clear mind 
ſay (as he afcerwards aſſures us +) He 
has ever pleaded againſt Perſecution ;, He 


might as frazkly and corfp/lently, as Mr. 


Peirce, have expreſſed the fame hopes, 
not- 


Page 41. + id. 45. 


Z ,,,, «⏑« — W 
hn. l _ 


2 1 2.0. Th; 
- * 2 — I 


Ss s £74 


)- 2 ( 27 ) 
- 2 notwithſtanding his Dignity in theChurch, 
Il * We have yet a more remarkable 
Inſtance of the Dean's fair Dealing in a 
following Paſſage. Mr. Peirce (he Eys *3 
repreſents the Diſſenters, as the Holy Rem- 
* nant, who have not bowed the knee to Baal; 
2 ſo that the Church of England in this Compa- 


. 2 rifon (and ſhould ſeem therefore in this Gen- 
„ 27 tleman's Opinion) is an Idolatreſs, and her 
— 2* Prieſts are the Prieſts of Baal. 
s ©: Sure the Dean hoped, none of his Rea» 
ders would ſee more of Mr. Pezrce's Book, 
than he thought fit to quote, in his Vinadi- 
„ © cation, It is ſurprizing a Man, that had 
e read it, could force ſuch a meaning upon 


f his words. He is ſpeaking freely his judg- 
- ment concerning ſome Paſſages of Mr, 
e Pillonniere with reſpect to the Biſhop of 


e Meauæ; and his Repriſals upon the La- 
- 2 ther's, the Calvin's, the Gomar's, &c. a- 
mong whom he had alſo placed our Secfa- 
O0 ries: Now Mr. Peirce undertakes to in- 


form Mr. Pillionniere, that if by Sectaries he 
1 means the Proteſtant Diſſenters He wide- 
ly miſtakes them: And that for this rea- 
> _ fon, ſince they generally declare for Tole- 
ration; and it 1s for this reaſon only they 
are repreſented as not bowing the Knee, 
ec. There is no compariſon between 
D 2 the 
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the Diſſenters, and the Church of England; 
They are compared with No body; He 
only tells Mr. Pillonniere, He was a Stran- 
ger to them and to their Principles, if he 
thought them to be for Perſecution, Nor 
does he make the Diſſexters,only,that Holy 
Remnant; (to uſe the Dean's expreſſion, for 
it eis not Mr. Peirc?s;) but immediately 
adds, * I think too © he is Unjuſt to 
« the Proteſtants, by repreſenting them in 
« General, as Friends to Perſecution. ” So 
that they only who have declared for 
Perſecutios, are ſuppoſed to bow the Knee, 
Cc. And that equally among the Diſſen- 
ters, where there are any ſuch, as among 
any other Proteſtants of what Denomina- 
tion ſoever. 
is beſides, a violent ſtrain of thoſe 
Expreſſions to make them include a 
Charge of Idolatry, and accounting all 
for Prieſts of Baal, who might be charged 
even as for Perſecution. Does not Mr. 
Peirce frankly declare, Calvin cannot be 
cleared in this reſpect, in the Caſe of Ser- 
vetus? Should it ſeem therefore in his 
Opinion, the Diſſenters-admired-Calvin 
was a Prieſt of Baal too? The Dean might 
eaſily have imagin'd a milder ſenſe for 
Mr. Peirce's Expreſſions, where Tr ng 
im- 
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himſelf was immediately concerned in 
them. If then the Dean will ſtill have 
the Church of Exgland concern'd in thoſe 
words, He may be pleaſed to obſerve, it 
is however pretty ſafe from theDiſſenters, 
when it has Mr. Calviz along with it. 

There is one Miſrepreſentation more, 
deſerves to be conſidered; becauſe of the 
great uſe the Dean makes of it, to leave 
in his Readers a ſtinging reſentment a- 
gainſt the Diſſenters and their Principles. 
Mr. Peirce fays, The Government, We, 
(the Diſſenters) plead for, is no other than 
the Execution of the Laws of Chriſt: Here- 
upon the Dean argues, Since this is their 
Opinion, Pl venture to ſay for them, that it is 
likewiſe their Opinion ——— The Holineſs of 
their Government, being the Execution 
of the Taws of Chriſt, muſt make them 
(whatever they now think) zealous to impoſe 
it on all || 

But with the Dean's good Leave I'll 
venture to ſay, That this Opinion will 


teach them no ſuch thing; but oblige them 
directly to the Contrary, And Mr. Peirce 


had told him as much in that very place +. 
That they wanted not the Civil Magi- 
ſtrate ; that they were not for calling him 
in to give virtue and force to their Argu- 

| ment; 


a” 
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ment; that it would do very well of itſelf 
without any force to impoſe or ſupport 
It ; and that for this very reaſon, that it is 
no other than an Execution of the Laws 
of Chriſt : As they had not, at firſt, their 
force from any Civil Power, but ſubſiſted 
very well for ſome Hundreds of Years 
without it; ſo in their Opinion they can 
never want it : Por *tis a Government, 
only, over ſuch as are willing; not over 
fuch as ſhall be forced to ſubmit to it, by 
any Humane Impoſition. 

I hope it may now appear to all that 
are not immoveable in Party Prejudice, 
that the Principles and Behaviour of the 
Dillenters are not what the Dean would 
repreſent them to be; Not ſo dangerous 
to the Peace of Church and State. That 
they do not deſire Civil Privileges to back 
their Arguments with Force and Power, 
and impoſe their Sentiments of Religion 
on the Church; but that they are Friend- 
ly to the equal Liberty and Peace of 
Mankind: That they are not for impoſing 
any thing on the Conſciences of Others; 
and only deſire an Impartial Liberty of 
acting according to their Own, 

But there's another Part of the Dean's 
Vindication, where we ſhall find many o- 
ther inſtances of Miſrepreſentation, to 
poſſeſs his Readers with an Opinion, 
| 8 That 
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ce That it has been all along one Wiſe and 
« Uniform Intention in the Legiſlature, 
« to guard the Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution 
« of the Realm againſt all Sorts of Non- 
conformiſts.“ | 

That this was the Deſign of the Corpo- 
ration and Teſt Acts; and that the Act of 
Occaſional Conformity was only a guard to 
the Teſt : That therefore conſtant Com- 
munion with the Church of Ezeland, is 
the moſt proper Teſt of that Full Affecti- 
on for the Eccleſiaſtical Eſtabliſhment, 
which the Dodor would ſuppoſe the Legi- 
ſlature has all along requir'd, in all Per- 
ſons whom it thinks fit to intruſt with 
any places of Power. 

I ſhall not call upon my Reader to 
mind, that if all this ſhould be true, (as I 
hope he will hereafter ſee it is not) ; yer 
it will not fully evidence it to be altoge- 
ther juſtifiable : The Burning of Here- 
ticks was not ſo; tho? that Guard againſt 
Hereſy, had a much longer Uſe and Con- 


T tinuance among us, than the Oldeſt of 
theſe Laws have had a being. 
What I would aim at, is, to ſhow that 
f theſe Laws themſelves have not, in their 
true intention, and in the deſign of the 
Ss 3 Legiſlature, put ſuch an Evil Mark on 
- the Proteſtant Diſſenters; and ſuppoſed 
o their Principles and Tempers fo Dange- 
rous 


(32) 
rous to the Peace of Church and State, 
that they have judged it Unſaſe to truſt 
any Civil Power in their Hands. 

To begin with the Corporation AQt; 
The Preamble declares, © To the end the 
« Succeſſion in Corporations may be moſt 
« probably perpetuated in the Hands of 
« Perſons well affected to his Majeſty 
& and the Eſtabliſhed Government. — 
« And further, for preſervation of the 
« Publick Peace both in Church and 
« State.” The Dean would have this a 
Reſolution of the Legiſlature, that places of 
Power and Truſt ſhould be in the Hands, on- 
ly of ſuch as were well affected to the Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Conſtitution : Or, as he elſewhere ex- 
preſſes it, who gave a proof of their Adhe- 
rence to the eſtabliſhed Church 4. 

Now in order to ſee, whether this Senfe 
of the Dear's, be the true meaning of thoſe 
Expreſſions in the Att, Preſerving the 
Peace both in Church and State; I muſt crave 
leave to examine more particularly the 
true Intent of them. 

The Seſſions of Parliament in which 
the Corporation Act was made, was open'd 
on the 8ch of May, 1661; which was a 
_ Year before the preſent Eccleſiaſtical Con- 
ſtitution was fettled by the new Act of 
Uniformity. All thoſe Miniſters that were 
after- 
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afterwards E Ejected, were yet in their Be- 
nefices; and but fix Da ys before the Senti- 
ments of the greateſt | Number of thie Ton- 
aon Cler y were ſufficiently declared, in 
returning by a Majority, r. Calam and 
Mr. Baxter for their Repreſentatives in 
Convocation ||. Whatever then was the 
meaning of Preſerving Peace both in Church 
and State ; Tt could not in any likelih6od 
mean fuck an Adherence to the now Ec- 
clefiaſtical Conſtitution, as the Dean con- 
tends for; nor any ſuck Affection, but 
what might be conſiſtent with the Prin 
ciples of Proteſtant Diſſenters'; when it is 
notorious, that near two't ouſand of them 
were employ'd in the Service of the 


Church itſelf. The Leading Men of the 


Presbyteri aus had, beſides, at that time, ve- 
ry Publick and Authentick Tettimonials 
of their Affect ion to the Publick Peace of 
Church and State. Some were in Com- 
miſſion by Leiters Patents, and were de- 
claredRight Trufty and Well Beloved, as well 
as the Biſhops, and the Divines of the 
Church of England themſelves +. The 
King gave this Teſtimotiy to them a 
few Months before; When we were in 


14 * Holland, ; were attended by many 


E 4 Grave 
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« Grave and Learned Miniſters. from 
i hence, who were look'd upon as the moſt 
ce able. and principal Aſſertors of Presby- 
« terian Opinions; with whom we had 
« as much Conference as the multitude of 
« affairs, which were then upon us, 
« would permit us to have; and to our 
« great Satisfaction and Comfort, found 
« them Perſons full of Zeal for the Peace 
&« of the Chuch and State +.” It ſeems, in 
the Language of the times, when the Cor- 
poration Act was made, the moſt able and 
principal Aſſertors of the Presbyterian Opi- 
nions, had a zeal for the Peace of Church 
and State; and ſure then, might be ſup- 
poſed to be for the preſervation of it. We 
may alſo likely know, who were the per- 
ſons then thought zo? to be for it, from 
the Lord Chaxcellor's Speech at the open- 
ing of that Parliament, and which ſeems 
to point out the Deſign and Reaſon oi 
making that Act: He told them, That 
a little after the Diſſolution of the (laſt 
Parliament; while his Majeſty accom- 
« pany'd his Royal Mother to the Sea- 
« fide, the moſt Deſperate and Prodigious 


* 


Rebellion broke out in this City, that 


% had been heard of in any Age; And 


„ therefore it would become their Wil- 


% doms 


_ 


t K. Charles's: Declaration, in Hiſt, of Eng. Vol. III. 
>. 225. | 
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« domsto provide New Remedies, forNew 
« Diſeaſes, and to ſecure the precious Per- 
« fon of Our Dear Sovereign from the 
« firſt approaches of Villany, and the 
« Peace of the Kingdom from the firſt 
« Overtures of Sedition *.” This muſt 
plainly mean Venner and the Enthuſiaſts, 
who'on the 6th of January before, made an 
Inſurrection in the City to proclaim King 
Jeſus, Theſe were Men, indeed, Ene- 
mies to the publick peace of Church and 
State. But ] hope, neither the Dean, nor 
any body elſe, will take their Madneſs, 
for the Principles of Proteſtant Diſſen- 
ters. | 

The ſame Parliament ſeems to have gi- 
ven, an account Themſelves, in another 
Act, who the Perſons were, they eſteem- 
ed the Enemies of our Peace and Happi- 


* neſs . To the end, that no Man here- 


« after may be miſled into Seditious or 
« Unquiet Demeanour, out of Opinion, 
« that the Parliament begun and held at 


1 « Weſtminſter upon the 3% Day of Novem» 


« ber, in the Year of Our Lord 1640, is 
« yet in being; which is undoubtedly 
« diſſolved and determined, — Or, out 
« of an Opinion, that there lies any Obli- 

E 2 “ gation 


— 


* Hiſt. Eng. Vol. III. p. 231, 
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66 


2 Keen vpon him fram any Oath, Co- 


venant, or Engagement whatſoever, 
4 do endeayour a Change of Government 
* either in Church or State; or out of an 


(„ Opinion, that Both Houſes of Parlia- 


1 ment, or Either of them, have a Legi- 


' flative Power without the King: All 
< 'which Opinions, have been maintain'd, 
„and are daily promoted by the Active 
boy 7 of our Peace ay Happineſs ; 
Be it therefore Enacted, G. And 
therefore the great Cautions in this very 
Corporation Act, are two Renunciations ; 
The One of the Lawfulneſs of taking up 
Arms againſt the King; and the Other of 
any Obligation from the Solemn League 
and Covenant *. 
One would be apt to conclude from 
theſe concurrent Teſtimonies of the Ring, 
the Chancellor, the Parliament itſelf, and 
the known circumſtances of that time; 
that the Dean is out in his gueſs, when 
he ſuppoſes Preſervation of the Publick 
Peace 55 in Chu ch and State, muſt mean 
an Affection for the Eccleſiaſtical Eſta- 
bliſhment, and ſteady Adherence to it; 
and that it Deſigned to exclude Noncon- 
formiſts of all Sorts, however peaceable in 
their Principles and Behaviour. The 
truth is, the Nation intended to guard 
| 2 how 
* Set, V, and VI. EE 
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(bow fitly by ſuch a Teſt I ſhall not en- 


Z quire) againſt Men whoſe Principles and 


Behaviour threatned danger to the Pub- 


$ lick Peace; but manifeſtly did not include 


with them, at that time, any peaceable 


Perſons, tho they had the ſame Scruples 


the Diſſenters, now have, as to ſome 
things in the preſent Eccleſiaſtical Conſti- 


It will not be neceſſary to fay much to 


the Teſt Act. The Dean does not deny that 


it was deſigned for Papiſts in Particular : 


And therefore he might have ſeen, there 
Vas ſome Reaſon for complaining that it 
= was extended to Proteſtant Diſſenters. But 
* ſays the Dean, It was well known that this 
Effect was 4 5 at the time of making that 
Act, and 
the Legiſlature intended to pᷣ event it, This 
I Reflection looks very unkind on the Dif- 
ſenters. The Fears of Popery in thoſe 


ave might been eaſily prevented,had 


times were fo very preſſing; and the Po- 


wer in the hands of the Duke of Jork, the 
* LordCliffora, and other Papiſts, ſo very 
formidable; that they were willing to 


get this Security againſt Popery, at any 
rate; and unwilling to clog that Bill 
with any thing that might endanger it. 
It was allowed by the Friends of the 


Church at that time, an Honour to the 
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Proteſtant Diſſenters, that they ſo readi- 
ly and generouſly gave up Privileges 
they then enjoy'd by Law, in a time of 
Common Danger, for the Common Se- 
curity; and they were encouraged to 
hope, their Behaviour ſhould be remem- 
bred at a more favourable Juncture. But 
the Dean obſerves further, It was con- 
tinued upon them at the Revolution. It 
was ſo; and it is Certain, ſome Men in 
thoſe times had very Treacherous Memo- 
ries, or ſomething elſe near upon as bad. 
And the Dean may be pleaſed to remem- 
ber, there were then ſome Powerful Ene- 
mies to a Vacancy of the Throne, as 
there have been Others ſince to a Prote- 
ftant Succeſſion, | 

But the Dean ſeems very deſirous to 
have it, this was King William's own 
Opinion, as appears by Mr. Fagel's Let- 
ter *. It is plain at that Juncture he had 
as ſtrong, or yet ſtronger Reaſons, for 
preſerving the Teſt Act a Security againſt 
the Papiſts, as the Parliament had that 
Enacted it: But the Dean may pleaſe to 
remark, that Mr. Fagel in the Prince's 
name ſpeaks all along only of preſerving 
the Proteſtant Religion againſt the Catho- 
licks; and makes a wide Difference, be- 
tween Them, and the Nonconformiſts. 
And 


n 
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And tho' he might judge, that Circum. 
ſtance of time not ſo-ſeaſonable, to ſpeak 
out his Whole Opinion concerning them; 
Yet that Wile, Prince, afterwards; de- 
clared- both his Qpinion-of- them, and his 


Deſire, that the Diſſenters might be 
capable of his Service, in a very publick 
manner. In a Speech to Both Houſes of 
Paliament, March 16th. 1688. He ſays 


As doll not Tul ſufficiently provide 
0 againſt, Papiſts; /o I hope Tou will leave 
room for the Admiſſion of al Proteſtants 


* that are willing and able to ſerde. If the 


Dean will ſo far give into King William's 
Sentiments-as to approve that part of his 


Speech, he may have his deſire, and the 
> Honour to have Him of his Side. Other- 
- wiſe he may aſſure himſelf, that Great 
Prince was fo far from being for him, 


that his Opinion lies very fully againſt! 
_ We are now come to the Occaſional 
Act, which we ſhall find miſrepreſented, 
as much, or more than the Former Acts. 


| The Dean would have his Reader under- 
ſtand, that the Doctrine of Occaſional 


Conformity broke in upon this Evidence; 
(the Evidence he ſuppoſes, the Former 
Acts required of Conſtant Adherence to 
the Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution,) juſt as 
the Doctrine of Equivocation and Mental 
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Reſervation, broke in upon'the Evidence of 
an Oath *. This Refle&ion as hard and 
unjuſt as it is, was yet unhappily neceſ- 
fary to the Deass Argument. Such Dif- 
ficulries Men are often brought into, 
when they lay the foundation of their 
Arguments on a Miſtake: And fo it hap- 
pens here; for there was Ino Evidence, 
which the- former Acts required, broke 
in upon by the Doctrine of Occaſional 
Conformity; nor any Sort of Equivoca- 
tion or Mental Reſervation in the Perſons 
that practis'd it. Not to enter into any 
account of the Law fulneſs or Conſiſtency 
of the Principles and Practice of Occa- 
fional Confor miſts; (a Subject that is late- 
ly handled at Large; I ſhall only deſire 
my Reader to take that Repreſentation 
that is given of it, in the Hiſtory of Eng- 
land, (as is ſuppos?d) by the Hand of a Per- 
ſon eminent both for Learning and Dig- 
nity in the Church of Ezpland. He 
ſpeaks of the Miniſters that were Ejected 


by the Act of Uniformity and ſays, © They 


„ were many of them Men of Piety and 
& Moderation; and did not pretend the 
* Church Communion was Unlawful as 
« tg Lay Communion, tho? they thought 
© the Terms of Miniſterial Conformity 
* tod hard for them; and therefore after 
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ec the Exerciſe of their Miniſtry in ſome 


« private Meetings, they uſually came to 


'« to the Publick Offices in their Pariſh 


« Church, and joyn'd with the Prieſt 


and Congregation, not only in Pray- 


« ers, but in the Sacrament of the 
« Lord's Supper: So beginning the Ex- 
« ample of Occaſional Conformity, not for 


« Intereſt, or with anySecular Intention, 


© but to all appearance for Charity and 
« Brotherly Love. +? The Dean may here 
pleaſe to remark, there is no Equivocation; 
no Mental Reſervation in an Occaſional 
Conformiſt; as if He gave the act of 
Receiving for an Evidence of being in 
Communion with the Church of Exgland, 
ſo as to be obliged thereby not to be of 
any Other. He mult be a Man of un- 
common Sagacity, who can find any 
ſhadow of Evidence, that a Man owns 
the obligation of Conſtant Communion 
from an act of Occaſional Conformity. 
Indeed One Act of Communion in the 
Church of England will ſerve to conclude 
a Man no Jeſuit; becauſe the pretended 
Catholick Church of Rome declares it a 
damnable act of Schiſm, and allows no 
Chriſtiaw Communion but in Her own 
Church. I hope the Dean does not in- 
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tend to ere& a pretended Catholick 
Church of England, and as uncharitable 
as this of Rome, to condemn all Com- 
munions but her own, Men are not (ſays 
the Dean) ſuppos d to be of One Church and 
communicate with Another. What the 
Dean ſuppoſes therein I will not enquire ; 
but this is certain, the Occaſional Con- 
formiſt both ſuppoſes and declares, that 
his being of the One Church of Chri/t does 
not confine him to communicate with 
one Part of it only : But on the contrary, 
He is to own that Oe Church in Every 
Sound Part of it; and profeſſes it his Duty 
ſas it is an Article of his Creed) to own 
the Communion of Saints. Tis plain, that 


the Occaſional Conformiſt never gave his 


Act, for ſuch an Evidence; ſo that there 
could be no Equivocation, or Mental Re- 
ſervation, in that Point, on his part. With 
the Dean's leave I muſt further add, the 
Corporation and Teſt Acts did not require 
ſuch an Evidence; nor were they found- 
ed on this Preſumption : And for this I 
have an Unexceptionable Argument, e- 
ven one of the Dean's own making; It is 
well known that this Effect (of Perſons qua- 
lifying themſelves according to that Act 
by Occaſional Conformity) was foreſeen at 


the time of making the Act, and might have 


eaſily been prevented, had the Legiſla- 
ture 
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ture intended to prevent it |. Matters of 
Fact, are ſtubborn things; and the Dean 
will never be able, by any ſuppoſition 
whatever, to prove, that the practice of 


Occaſional Conformity, was not then no- 


toriouſly known in the Nation. And 
however he would have it paſs as 20 proof 
of what the Teſt Act required +; it is very 
plain, that the Act paſſed againſt Occaſio- 
nal Conformity, was a new Teſt; anda 
farther incapacity of many Proteſtant Diſ- 
ſenters, than the Teſt Act either required 
or intended. In reality, even the Teſt 
required by the Occaſional Act, is no ſuch 
Evidence as the Dean intends, of an In- 


violable Attachment to the Eccleſiaſtical 
= Conſtitution: For undoubtedly, a Man 
may receive the Communion according 


to the Uſage of the Church of Exgland, 
and never worſhipGod in any other way, 
than that preſcrib'd by the Act of Unifor- 
mity ; and yet think many things in the 
preſent Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution, net 
only capable of Amendment, but deſerv- 
ing a Reformation. | Fen 
Nor yet, I fear, are even theſe Laws a 
ſufficient ſecurity to the Eccleſiaſtical 
Conſtitution, in the Dean's Opinion; ſo 
great his Apprehenſions ſeem to be, of 
F 2 | Dan 
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Danger to it from the Proteſtant Diſſen. 
ters, We have a ſhrewd hint to this pur- 
poſe : + If it be reaſonable to keep any Power 
out 7 the Diſſenter's Hands, that Power cer- 
#ainly which gives them an influence in the Le- 
giſtaure; in making Laws for Church and 


State; oupht eſpecially to be kept from them, 


And it muſt upon the leaft reflettion appear 
very ſtrange to advance a Man to 4 fhare in 
making Laws for the Nation, and yet to deny 
him all other Power. What Uſe may ſome 
Perſons,extremely ſenſible of the Churches 
Danger, make of ſuchan hint as this. In 
future times it may be thought but a pro- 


per Guard for the Corporation Ack, (as the 


Occaſional Act has been thought for the 
Teſt) to take from Nonconformiſts, of all 
Sorts, the Right of Chooſing or being 
Choſen into Parliament ; that what gives 
them an influence in the Legiſſature may 
eſpecially be kept from them. But I hope 
the Proteſtant part of the Nation is not 
quite fo far loſt to all Senſe of their Com- 
mon Danger, by their Gower: 4 murual 
Reſentments, as not to bethink themſelves 
they have a Common Concern; and which 
requires their mutual Help to guard a- 
gainſt the keen Revenge of their Common 
Enemy. IR vp i 3 
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As to the Dean's precedents of Foreign 
Countries, it may ſuffice to remark, Thar 
whatever the Caſe is in Sweden, Denmark, 
the Principalities, and Free Towns of the 
Empire, which profeſs the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion; it may prove to be neither wiſe in 
itſelf, nor prudent for us, to imitate it. The 
violent heats between the Lutherans and 
the Calviniſts have been matters of Com- 
plaint to the Wiſeſt Men, and the moſt 
Affectionate to the Common Proteſtant 
Intereſt, of both Parties: And they well 
foreſaw what advantage it would give to 
the encroaching Power of Popery : Tho” 
it muſt be own'd, there are ſome Perfons 
abroad, as well as at home, unreaſonably 
cautious for the preſervation of their own 
Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution ; yet the Dean 
ſeems to be miſtaken in many of his In- 
ſtances. At Dantzich, as I am inform'd, 
tho? there are uſually Three Calviniſts out 
of Eighteen Magiſtrates, yet there is no 
Law to the contrary but that there might 
be Thirteen,or the whole Number. The 
ſame may be obſerved of the Arminians 
in Holland, who are not excluded the 
Magiſtracy by Law: As this fact has been 
ſo often both affirmed and denyed, it is 
a ſtrong Prejudice there is no ſuch Law, 
that it has never yet been found out; for 
the Publick Laws of Countries are tongs 
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eaſy to be known, and ſuch eſpecially as 
concern the Qualifications of Magiſtracy 
in every Town: The Truth is, the Ar- 
minians in Holland have been a State Part 

againſt the Intereſt of the Houſe of Orange, 
and the Power of Stadtholder; and 
have not had credit enough in that Go- 
vernment to obtain the Ma giſtracy, tho? 
they are not excluded, as I can hear, by 
any Law. But the Proteſtant Difſenters 
have good reaſon to hope this is not their 
Caſe; eſpecially at this time of Day, when 
there is not a Man among them an Enemy 
to the King's Perſon,or to the Title of his 
Government. The Diſſenters are ſuppoſed 
by many to be no deep Reaſoners: There 
is one thing they own they cannot pene- 
trate into the true Reaſon of; -- Why ſome 
Men are ſo apprehenſive of Danger 
from them : Whether it be for their ſup. 
poſed want of Loyalty, for about a Dozen 
Years before the Reſtoratzon ; or their real 
and known Loyalty, for Thirty Years ſince 
the Revolution? Upon the whole (may I 
uſe the Deaz's words?) If there be reaſon ix 
what I have offered, zt will prevail with rea- 
ſonable Men. I can ſincerely profeſs, in his 
following Words; If there be not, I am not 
fo unreaſonable as to defire it ſhould. And 
further, ſhall be as ready to ſee my own 
Miſtakes, where I am Miſtaken, as to 
diſcover 


e 


diſcover the Miſtakes of any other Per. 
ſon. 


. 


Advertiſement. 


Ince theſe Papers were ordered to the 
8 Preſs, Mr. Peirce's Reflections, Cc. 
were Publiſh'd. The Reader will find our 
Senſe of ſeveral Expreſſions, in Mr.Peirce's 
Reaſons, &c. very much the ſame; 
but without any manner of Correſpon- 
dence, or the leaſt Intimations on either 
hand. However, We are both agreed in 
a Senſe intirely different from what the 
Dean has advanced: And as Mr. Peirce 
mult be ſuppoſed to know beſt the mean- 
ing of his own Expreſſions; fo, for Another 
intirely to fall into the ſame Senſe, with- 
out knowing any thing what way he 
would take to explain himſelf; muſt ſhew 
that the Dean is either a very miſtakin 


Reader, or a very great Miſrepreſenter. 
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